Schilder's myelinoclastic diffuse sclerosis.
The term "Schilder's disease" has been used to describe conditions as disparate as adrenoleukodystrophy, myelinoclastic diffuse sclerosis, and postinfectious and postvaccinal encephalomyelitis. The eponymic designation should be reserved for instances of myelinoclastic diffuse sclerosis that correspond to the case described by Schilder in 1912. The diagnosis cannot be made unless adrenoleukodystrophy has been ruled out by analysis of the long-chain fatty acids of plasma cholesterol esters. Schilder's myelinoclastic diffuse sclerosis, a variant of multiple sclerosis, is a very rare disease that occurs in children and adults of both sexes and appears to respond to vigorous treatment with corticosteroids and/or corticotropin. A case of this disease is reported and the recent literature of cases that have been called Schilder's disease is reviewed.